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“The Lord became Man in Jesus Christ to Grace Men with Forgiveness of Sins and Life Eternal.” 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 

(and we beheld his glory, as that of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

St. John 1:14.
Introduction.


Why did God become man?  God became certainly not for His sake.  God’s the Creator of men and has no need of human experiences.  God became man for the sake of all men in order to deliver them from sin and death and give them birth unto life eternal.


Man by his sin plunged himself hopelessly in everlasting darkness and death by failing to love God and neighbor.  God took it upon Himself to shoulder man’s burdens to save him, pressing His Almighty Power into man’s salvation and not his destruction.  God discharged all man’s obligations to God and neighbor through Christ our Savior and freed man from his sin and sanctified him.


God dwells with man as man graciously
, full of grace and truth, to deliver man from sin  and grace him with life eternal.

I.  God became Man to Press His Almighty Power into the Salvation of Men.
A.  God’s Word is the Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.


Today’s Gospel passage opens with Who God’s Word is.  The Evangelist St. John writes:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
 


In the first place we learn that God’s Word is eternal because He existed in the beginning.  We also learn that God’s Word is a Person because He is with God, namely, in a relationship with God, showing again the plurality of Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in the One Godhead.
  St. John the Apostle reproduces here the Same Truth of the Old Testament that God’s Word is a Person.
  Moses writes:

After these things the [Word] of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram:  I am thy shield, and thy great exceeding great reward.

Here we have a speaking Word, for Moses writes, “The Word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, [the Word] saying, ... .”  The Word of the Lord speaks because He is a Person, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the Son of God.


Finally, the Apostle St. John states plainly that the Word is God when he writes:

... and the Word was God.


Finally, the Apostle St. John also makes it plain that He is God because He is the Creator:

The same  [the Word] was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.


Because God’s Word created all things, He is obviously powerful, Almighty.  God’s Word is God Himself.


B.  God’s Word was made man to grace men with salvation.


Subsequently, we learn that God’s Word was made man and is God’s Son. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, as that of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.


Here in the Word of God Incarnate we have the Almighty Himself dwelling with us and dwelling graciously with us.  Notice God did not press His Almighty power into man’s destruction, even though man earned it by his sin, but rather God pressed His Almighty power into man’s Salvation.  Only if God decided to save man, could man be saved because the task is impossible for man or any other creature on earth or in heaven.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:

Miserable man had angered the infinite God with his sin; therefore, he fell into an infinite evil.  Such an infinite evil could be paid for and removed in no in no other way than with the infinite Good.  Now then, apart from God nothing is infinitely good.  That’s why God became man, so that man be enabled to pay on the strength of the infinite divinity, so that this divine payment avail for the benefit of man on account of the personal union, and so that divine righteousness adequately accomplish this.  This is the wondrous accomplishment of divine righteousness and mercy.  One man had sinned, one man should pay, but there was a total lack of capability to do so.  God was able to pay, but He didn’t owe it; that’s why God became man, so that then the payment would be credited to man, since the debt was incurred by man and at the same time was fully paid because the payment was derived from God.  The wrath of God was inflamed by sin.  This wrath was greater than what heaven and earth would be able to endure, for it was as big as God Himself.  Therefore, to endure and assuage this wrath, an almighty power was needed.  Such a power resides only with God; that’s why God became man, so that the wrath of God would direct itself upon the truly guilty because He was a man, and yet was able to bear this huge burden because He was God.  Through sin the inborn righteousness of man was lost; if he was to be reconciled with God, he had to obtain this righteousness again.  Man himself could not achieve this, for anything he might have done, such he already owed to God beforehand.  Thus also no angel or any other creature was able to earn a righteousness for man, for whatever they did, they were already obligated to render to God beforehand.  That’s why God became man, so that a complete righteousness was again won for and give to mankind, and man was again reconciled with God without damaging [violating] the righteousness of God.
 


Indeed, Christ is full of Grace, unmerited kindness, because He did not press His Almighty Power into man’s destruction, however, richly earned, but into man’s Salvation.  Christ bore man’s burden and discharged his obligation to love God and neighbor perfectly for him and also bore the consequences of the failure to love by Atoning for those sins by His Death on the Cross.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of Christ placing Himself under the law in order to bear and discharge the obligations of men and save, making men once again children of God:

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

II.  God’s Son Presses His Almighty Power into the Salvation of Men through the Gospel and Graces them with Life Eternal.

A.  God’s Son presses His Almighty Power into man’s Salvation the Gospel.


God’s Son, Jesus Christ, continues to press His Almighty Power into the Salvation of men through the Gospel.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.


The Gospel saves because it reveals the Righteousness of God, namely, Christ’s Passion, wherein He Atoned for the sins of men and discharged all their obligations for them to love God and neighbor perfectly for them.  When men see that God’s Righteousness is His Grace and Mercy in Christ, they trust in God again and are saved.  Luther writes of this Marvelous, Miraculous, and Saving Knowledge of God of the Gospel:


Thus the most precious treasure and the strongest consolation we Christians have is this:  that the Word, the true and natural Son of God, became man, with flesh and blood like that of any other human; that He became incarnate for our sakes in order that we might enter into great glory, that our flesh and blood ... might reside in heaven as God does, and in order that we might boldly defy the devil and whatever else assails us.  We are convinced that all our members belong in heaven as heirs of heaven’s realm.

B.  God became man to Grace man with life eternal.


Where sin is forgiven, there comes life eternal and all the gifts of heaven.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


The Gospel graces men with the Gift of Salvation and life eternal and all the joys and treasures that go with it because it saves from sin.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made hears according to the hope of eternal life.


By His Passion through the Gospel, God’s Son presses His Almighty Power into the salvation of men and graces them with life eternal.  The Apostle St. John writes of this great and gracious work of God our Savior:

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, as that of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Conclusion.


The Great Gift of Christmas is the Gospel.  Through the Gospel God Presses His Almighty Power into our Salvation by revealing to us that He Pressed His Almighty Power into our Salvation in the Passion of Christ in order to Atone for sins, discharge all our obligations under the law to love God and neighbor perfectly, and, thereby, to save.


Where there is Salvation from sin there is also the Gift of life eternal, the resurrection of the body, and the everlasting joy and gifts of heaven.











Amen.
	�“Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel!”  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.  The Lutheran Hymnal, #94.


	�St. John 1:1.
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	“This teaching of Scripture [of Christ’s Active Obedience] is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ=s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  ‘He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.’”  Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 375, amplification of brackets added.
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